
Arbor Day is celebrated by millions of people across our country every year. It is a
day that reminds us of the many benefits trees provide our community. Trees are an
asset that has investment value: they conserve energy through shade and wind
block, filter air pollution, reduce storm runoff, and increase property value.
Since 2003, Rochester Public Utilities (RPU) has involved the community in an annual
Arbor Day celebration. As part of the festivities, a poster contest for Rochester 
elementary students is held. This calendar features entries from 2017. RPU would like to
thank all of the students who have participated in our poster contest over the years.
These talented young artists help remind us of the importance of trees in our community.

RPU encourages our customers to plant
trees through our Partners in Planting pro-
gram. We’ve partnered with American
Public Power Association’s(APPA) TREE
POWER program – a nationwide effort by
public power utilities to plant trees. And
now we want to partner with YOU to plant
trees all over Rochester! Visit our website
for more information on our Partners in
Planting program.

Printed on Recycled Paper     0917J

2018 calendar

2017 OVERALL WINNER • Nicole Yang • 4th Grade • Hoover Elementary • Mrs. Disrud 

Featuring 2017 Arbor Day posters drawn by R   ochester area school children 
and Monthly Conservation Tips from RPU.

5th Grade • Anna Pankratz • Washington Elementary • Mrs. Burdick

                  Customer Service:    507.280.1500
                                  Toll Free:   800.778.3421
                         Pay By Phone:   855.210.2285
               Electric Emergency:   507.280.9191 (24 hrs)                                                      
                  Water Emergency:   507.280.1500 (8am–5pm)
                                                     507.280.9191 (5pm–8am)
                      Before You Dig:   Gopher State One Call
                                                     800.252.1166

                                  Address:   4000 East River Road NE
                                                     Rochester, MN 55906-2813
                                  Website:   www.rpu.org
                                       Email:   webrequests@rpu.org
                          Social Media:   rochesterpublicutilities
                                                     @rpualerts

                                                            @rpuoutages
                                                     blog.rpu.org

5th Grade • Ella Stensrud • Elton Hills Elementary • Mrs. Lippincott

Children learn how to properly plant a tree
at RPU’s Annual Arbor Day Celebration.
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december2017 RPU Customer Relations:  507.280.1500  •  Website: www.rpu.org
Electric Emergency: 507.280.9191 (24 hrs) 
Water Emergency: 507.280.1500 (8a-5p)  •  507.280.9191 (5p-8a)

1ST GRADE WINNER • Ella Fisher • 1st Grade • Bamber Valley Elementary • Mrs. Adams 
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JANUARY 2018
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Save money on your utility bill this holiday season by
putting a timer on your holiday lights and decorations.

For your outdoor decorations, look for timers that
include a light sensor for easier operation!

Full Moon

Hanukkah Begins

Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day

RPU Board Meeting
4pm • RPU Service Center

Christmas Day
RPU OFFICES CLOSED

First Day of WinterHanukkah Ends

Christmas Eve
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       sun               mon                tue                wed               thu                fri                 sat

january 2018 RPU Customer Relations:  507.280.1500  •  Website: www.rpu.org
Electric Emergency: 507.280.9191 (24 hrs) 
Water Emergency: 507.280.1500 (8a-5p)  •  507.280.9191 (5p-8a)

2ND GRADE WINNER • Lejla Dudakovic • 2nd Grade • Gibbs Elementary • Ms. Erpenbach 

New Year’s Day
RPU OFFICES CLOSED

RPU Board Meeting
4pm • RPU Service Center

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
RPU OFFICES CLOSED

Full Moon
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DECEMBER 2017
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Outlets and switches on exterior walls is a common
place for cold air to leak into your home.  Consider
adding insulators to these outlets and switches to

help reduce heating costs and increase your comfort! 
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FEBRUARY 2018
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Full Moon
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       sun               mon                tue                wed               thu                fri                 sat

february2018 RPU Customer Relations:  507.280.1500  •  Website: www.rpu.org
Electric Emergency: 507.280.9191 (24 hrs) 
Water Emergency: 507.280.1500 (8a-5p)  •  507.280.9191 (5p-8a)

3RD GRADE WINNER • Sasha Herasevich • 3rd Grade • Gibbs Elementary • Mrs. Eckoff 
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Valentine’s Day

Presidents’ Day
RPU OFFICES CLOSED

RPU Board Meeting
4pm • RPU Service Center

Rochester Area
Builders Home Show

February 9-11
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MARCH 2018
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Repair leaky toilets. Add 12 drops of food coloring into the tank, 
and if color appears in the bowl one hour later, your toilet is leaking.
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       sun               mon                tue                wed               thu                fri                 sat

march2018 RPU Customer Relations:  507.280.1500  •  Website: www.rpu.org
Electric Emergency: 507.280.9191 (24 hrs) 
Water Emergency: 507.280.1500 (8a-5p)  •  507.280.9191 (5p-8a)

4TH GRADE WINNER • Sophia Cornish • 4th Grade • Harriet Bishop Elementary • Mrs. Schultze 
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FEBRUARY 2018
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When purchasing a new clothes washer, 
buy an Energy Star® high-efficiency model, 

which uses 45% less water than regular washers.

St. Patrick’s Day

RPU Board Meeting
4pm • RPU Service Center

Daylight Saving Time Begins

First Day of Spring

Full Moon

Full Moon
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APRIL 2018
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Palm Sunday
Passover

Good Friday
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april 2018 RPU Customer Relations:  507.280.1500  •  Website: www.rpu.org
Electric Emergency: 507.280.9191 (24 hrs) 
Water Emergency: 507.280.1500 (8a-5p)  •  507.280.9191 (5p-8a)

5TH GRADE WINNER • Rayan Thompson • 5th Grade • Gage Elementary • Mrs. Logan 

Plant a tree in celebration of Arbor Day this month!
If you plant a tree today on the west side of your home,

in 5 years your energy bills should be 3% less. 
In 15 years the savings will be nearly 12%.

RPU Arbor Day Celebration
11am-1pm

Three Links - Silver Lake ParkEarth Day
RPU Board Meeting

4pm • RPU Service Center

Full Moon

Easter
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27 28 29 30 31

       sun               mon                tue                wed               thu                fri                 sat

may2018 RPU Customer Relations:  507.280.1500  •  Website: www.rpu.org
Electric Emergency: 507.280.9191 (24 hrs) 
Water Emergency: 507.280.1500 (8a-5p)  •  507.280.9191 (5p-8a)

1st Grade • Jordan Bockol • Churchill Elementary • Mrs. Benson

Replace a standard clock timer with a 
WaterSense® labeled, weather-based irrigation 

controller, which can save an average home 
nearly 8,800 gallons of water annually.

Mother’s Day

Memorial Day
RPU OFFICES CLOSED

Cinco de Mayo

National Drinking Water Week 
May 6-12

Full Moon

RPU Board Meeting
4pm • RPU Service Center
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1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

       sun               mon                tue                wed               thu                fri                 sat

june2018 RPU Customer Relations:  507.280.1500  •  Website: www.rpu.org
Electric Emergency: 507.280.9191 (24 hrs) 
Water Emergency: 507.280.1500 (8a-5p)  •  507.280.9191 (5p-8a)

2nd Grade • Elizabeth Zhu • Montessori at Ben Franklin Elementary • Mrs. Daniels

Father’s Day

Rochesterfest
June 16-24Flag Day

First Day of Summer

Full Moon

RPU Board Meeting
4pm • RPU Service Center

Use a broom to clean walkways, driveways, decks 
and porches, rather than hosing off these areas.
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Rochesterfest Parade
2pm



1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

       sun               mon                tue                wed               thu                fri                 sat

july 2018 RPU Customer Relations:  507.280.1500  •  Website: www.rpu.org
Electric Emergency: 507.280.9191 (24 hrs) 
Water Emergency: 507.280.1500 (8a-5p)  •  507.280.9191 (5p-8a)

3rd Grade • Noelle Thomas • Sunset Terrace Elementary • Mrs. Like

Independence Day 
RPU OFFICES CLOSED

Full Moon

RPU Board Meeting
4pm • RPU Service Center

Summer sunlight can heat up your home quickly,
making your air conditioner work harder to keep your

home comfortable. To reduce your utility cost and save
energy this summer, close the shades on the south and

west side of your home during the daylight hours.
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Using a ceiling fan is a great way to stay cool in your
home, but don’t forget to turn it off when you leave 
the room. Fans cool people through wind-chill but 

do not cool the room. Leaving them on can cost you
more money on your electric bill.

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

       sun               mon                tue                wed               thu                fri                 sat

august 2018 RPU Customer Relations:  507.280.1500  •  Website: www.rpu.org
Electric Emergency: 507.280.9191 (24 hrs) 
Water Emergency: 507.280.1500 (8a-5p)  •  507.280.9191 (5p-8a)

4th Grade • Courtney Nguyen • Bamber Valley Elementary • Mrs. Bonadurer

RPU Board Meeting
4pm • RPU Service Center

Full Moon
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2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30

       sun               mon                tue                wed               thu                fri                 sat

september2018 RPU Customer Relations:  507.280.1500  •  Website: www.rpu.org
Electric Emergency: 507.280.9191 (24 hrs) 
Water Emergency: 507.280.1500 (8a-5p)  •  507.280.9191 (5p-8a)

5th Grade • Shannon Check • Washington Elementary • Mrs. Burdick

Keep a bottle/jug of drinking water in the refrigerator – running tap water
to cool it off for drinking water is wasteful.

Labor Day
RPU OFFICES CLOSED

RPU Board Meeting
4pm • RPU Service Center

First Day of Autumn

Full Moon
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7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

       sun               mon                tue                wed               thu                fri                 sat

october2018 RPU Customer Relations:  507.280.1500  •  Website: www.rpu.org
Electric Emergency: 507.280.9191 (24 hrs) 
Water Emergency: 507.280.1500 (8a-5p)  •  507.280.9191 (5p-8a)

1st Grade • Xiaoyan Ye • Churchill Elementary • Mrs. Benson

Hunt Vampire Power with a Kill A Watt™ meter! 
Learn how much energy and money can be saved by 
replacing, unplugging, or using a smart power strip. 
RPU has Kill A Watt® meters that you can use in your 

home for free! Call 507.280.1500 to reserve one today!
RPU Board Meeting

4pm • RPU Service Center Halloween

Columbus Day

Full Moon
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Public Power Week
October 7-13



1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

       sun               mon                tue                wed               thu                fri                 sat

november2018 RPU Customer Relations:  507.280.1500  •  Website: www.rpu.org
Electric Emergency: 507.280.9191 (24 hrs) 
Water Emergency: 507.280.1500 (8a-5p)  •  507.280.9191 (5p-8a)

2nd Grade • Jannelle Lewis • Sunset Terrace Elementary • Mrs. Stienbeck

When cooking, peel and clean vegetables in a large
bowl of water instead of under running water.

Daylight Saving Time Ends

Veterans’ Day
RPU OFFICES CLOSED

Thanksgiving Day
RPU OFFICES CLOSED RPU OFFICES CLOSED

RPU Board Meeting
4pm • RPU Service Center

Election Day

RPU Board Meeting
4pm • RPU Service Center

Full Moon
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1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

       sun               mon                tue                wed               thu                fri                 sat

december2018 RPU Customer Relations:  507.280.1500  •  Website: www.rpu.org
Electric Emergency: 507.280.9191 (24 hrs) 
Water Emergency: 507.280.1500 (8a-5p)  •  507.280.9191 (5p-8a)

3rd Grade • Malia Apel • Gibbs Elementary • Ms. Eckhoff

Do the dollar bill test! Check your refrigerator and
freezer door gaskets by placing a dollar bill between the
them and closing the door. If the bill pulls out easily, it
suggests either a gasket or door adjustment problem.

Full Moon

Hanukkah Begins Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day

RPU Board Meeting
4pm • RPU Service Center

Christmas Day
RPU OFFICES CLOSED

First Day of Winter

Hanukkah Ends
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Christmas Eve
RPU OFFICES CLOSED

New Year’s Eve
RPU OFFICES CLOSED



1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

       sun               mon                tue                wed               thu                fri                 sat

january2019 RPU Customer Relations:  507.280.1500  •  Website: www.rpu.org
Electric Emergency: 507.280.9191 (24 hrs) 
Water Emergency: 507.280.1500 (8a-5p)  •  507.280.9191 (5p-8a)

4th Grade • Edin Williams • Bamber Valley Elementary • Ms. Walske

New Year’s Day
RPU OFFICES CLOSED

Have a home energy audit done to assess where
energy efficient changes can be made to save

you energy and money.

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
RPU OFFICES CLOSED

RPU Board Meeting
4pm • RPU Service Center

Full Moon
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