
Overall quality Of life is strOng

Olmsted stands out as a strong county in a state known for its high quality of life.  
Among Minnesota’s 87 counties Olmsted currently ranks 5th in adult educational 
attainment; 7th lowest in obesity rates; and 9th in median household income.

HOusing -- nOt affOrdable fOr all

Overall, housing is relatively affordable in Olmsted County. But there are significant 
pockets of need. For example, nearly half of those renting their homes are considered 
“cost burdened” with at least 30 percent of their income going to housing. The same can 
be said of two-thirds of all Olmsted households with annual incomes below $35,000.

sHOrtage Of wOrkers

A growing economy and increasing number of baby boomers exiting the workforce  
has Olmsted County facing a shortage of qualified workers. Between 2000 and 2015, 
working-age residents grew just 20 percent, while the older adult population age 65-84 
grew 68 percent. The city of Rochester also saw a much larger growth rate among older 
adults than its working age population.

 
transpOrtatiOn cOsts are straining HOuseHOld budgets

Transportation expenses can have a big impact on a household budget and often play a 
significant role in decisions on where to work and live. In Olmsted County, transportation 
costs eat up more than one-fifth of a median-income family’s pay and account for almost 
one-third of a lower-income single parent’s budget.

fast-paced grOwtH and majOr pOpulatiOn sHifts will sHape Our future. are we prepared?

Since 2000, Olmsted  
County has seen  
population increases:

An at-a-glance look at key measures in 13 topic areas to promote a strong economy and 
workforce, and healthy communities throughout Olmsted County. 

notable trends

cOmpass pOints 2016
City of Rochester/Olmsted County

46%



Adults age 65+ with a disability -- 27% 32% 35%

Median household income, head of   

household age 65+ (2015 adjusted) same
 

$45,100  $42,300  $41,000

 

Students connected to a caring adult -- 56% 57% --

Students participating in enrichment  
activities (3x/week) -- 66% 62% --

Free and Reduced Lunch -- 39% 38% --

Voted in 2014 election wOrse 45% 48% 34%

Children screened before age 5 better 87% 81% --

Low-weight births better 4% 6% 8%

GDP per capita (2015, in chained 2009 USD)2 better $48,000 $54,400 $49,800

Number of jobs better 93,800 2.8 Million 140 million

Median household income same  $70,000  $63,500  $55,800 

Poverty rate same 10% 12% 16%
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population at a glance

Minnesota Compass promotes our state’s well-being by tracking key trends to 
inform efforts to improve the lives of all who live here

  2000 2015 % Change 
    (2000 to 2015)

Overall population   
Minnesota 4.9 million 5.5 million 12%
Olmsted County 124,277 151,436 22%
City of Rochester  85,806   112,216  31%

early childhood (0-4)   
Minnesota 329,594 350,534 6%
Olmsted County 8,890 10,926 23%
City of Rochester  6,401   8,545  34%

children and youth (5-17)   
Minnesota 957,300 933,853 -2%
Olmsted County 24,643 26,476 7%
City of Rochester  15,711   19,253 23%

working-age residents (18-64)   
Minnesota  3.0 million 3.4 million 13%
Olmsted County 77,352 92,400 20%
City of Rochester 53,843  68,091  27%

  2000 2015 % Change 
    (2000 to 2015)

Older adults (65-84)   
Minnesota  508,665   687,434  35%
Olmsted County 11,372 19,049 68%
City of Rochester 8,229  14,376  75%

elderly adults (85+)   
Minnesota 85,601  118,209  38%
Olmsted County 2,020  2,585 28%
City of Rochester 1,622  1,951 20%

foreign-born residents   
Minnesota  260,000   457,185  76%
Olmsted County 9,758 18,626 91%
City of Rochester  8,598   17,763  107%

people of color   
Minnesota  582,000   1 million  80%
Olmsted County 13,679 28,453 108%
City of Rochester  12,150   26,610 119%

1 Olmsted County trend over 3 to 5 years.
2 Olmsted County reflects Rochester 4-county Metropolitan Statistical Area.



3rd graders proficient in reading better 63% 57% --

8th graders proficient in math wOrse 52% 58% --

Students graduate high school on time same  83% 82% --

Days air quality was rated "good," MPCA (2015) better 291 187 --

Adults 18+ who are obese same 28%3 28% 30%

Residents who are uninsured better  6% 7% 14%

Adults age 18+ with diabetes same 13%3 -- --

Psychiatric hospital admissions  same 9.9 8 -- 
per 1,000 residents age 14+

Childhood vaccination rate better 82%3 -- --

Rate of homeless people per 10,000 residents4  better 7.8 17 --

households pay at least 30% of income same 21% 27% 33% 
for housing 

homeowners pay at least 30% of income same 13% 19% 24% 
for housing

Renters pay at least 30% of income same  46% 46% 51% 
for housing

Proportion of immigrants age 16-64 working -- -- 72% 69%

Immigrant headed median household income -- -- $50,600  $51,500 

Immigrants age 25+ with bachelor's degree -- -- 33% 28%

Serious crimes committed (per 1,000 residents) better 18 25 30

Traffic injuries and fatalities 
(per 1,000 residents) wOrse  6.2 5.5 7.4

Highway miles rated in poor condition -- 0% 4% --

Average household income spent on  
transportation (Median income family) -- 21% 23% --

Annual public transit ridership better  1,807,500 -- --

Proportion of adults working same 80% 78% 69%

Adults age 25+ with bachelor's degree same 40% 35% 31%

Graduation rate at 4-year institutions in 6 years same 62%5 63% 59%
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For information about data sources, and to find more data about Olmsted County and the City of Rochester, visit mncompass.org 

Dashboard represents most recent data available as of October 2016. 
3 Source: Olmsted County, Minnesota Community health needs Assessment 2016.  
  https://www.co.olmsted.mn.us/OCPhS/reports/needs%20Assessment/Documents/2016FullChnA.pdf
4 Minnesota's Southeast Continuum of Care region
5 Minnesota's 20-county southern region.



The city of Rochester and Olmsted County are working 
together to become the premier destination for health and 
wellness and to promote investment, economic growth, and 
the overall well-being of all residents. 

Development of this dashboard was led by the Community 
Networking Group, with guidance from Community Health 
Needs Assessment, Destination Medical Center, Journey to 
Growth and others.

The dashboard is intended as a catalyst for conversation 
and to help answer questions such as, Do we have 
housing, transportation, and other infrastructure in place 
to meet the needs of our growing population both now 
and as they age? Who will replace our retiring workers? 
How can we better invest in our families of color to close 
opportunity gaps?

The Community Networking Group includes representatives 
from local nonprofits, city and county government, local 
business leaders, and representatives of the educational 
sector. Its mission is to “have a healthy and inclusive 
community where opportunity and responsibility are 
broadly shared.” Learn more at http://cngv2.dmcbeam.org/ 

For more information, contact:

Audrey Betcher 
Director, Rochester Public Library 
audrey@rochester.lib.mn.us

City of Rochester, Mayo Clinic, Olmsted County, Rochester Area 
Foundation, Rochester Area Chamber of Commerce, United Way 
of Olmsted County. 

Rochester/Olmsted Compass Points was prepared by Minnesota Compass, 
a project promoting our state’s well-being.  Learn more about the project, 
and find data and information for Minnesota as a whole, and counties and 
cities throughout the state at mncompass.org

Thank 

you! 

special thanks to our funders:

   

building a strong region 
together!

Adults age 65+ with a disability 25%

Low-weight births 5%

Poverty rate 11%

number of jobs 87,400

Median household income $66,300

households pay at least 30% 23% 
of income for housing

homeowners pay at least 30%  12% 
of income for housing

Renters pay at least 30%  48% 
of income for housing

Proportion of adults working* 78%

Adults age 25+ with a bachelor’s degree 45%

Serious crime rate per 1,000 residents* 27

CURRenTrochester: dashboard measures
aging

early cHildHOOd

ecOnOmy  

HOusing

wOrkfOrce

public safety 

*Indicates a statistical difference between the city of Rochester and  
  Olmsted County. 


